Mission Statement
In recent years, the world has awakened to a need to better understand Muslims and their faith. Many are only now realizing the contribution Islamic civilization has made to global society. For example, the principles of democracy, equality, justice, and communal welfare are inherently Islamic values introduced with the advent of the faith. Ultimately, these fundamental Islamic principles are designed to create harmony and balance in society.
The Muslim Women’s Coalition (MWC) is dedicated to upholding these and other Islamic principles by uniting American Muslim women who seek to serve the worldwide community with compassion, love and goodwill. 
Women occupy a unique role in society. As the primary caregivers and nurturers of our children, women are the heart of the family. MWC aims to reach beyond the family, and use this position to serve the local, regional, and global communities. A non-profit, community service organization, MWC is primarily a conduit to provide relief and support to those in need, domestically and overseas. 
The Muslim Women’s Coalition also aims to serve as a resource for all Americans to learn about women in Islam. We provide interfaith, media and policy-making communities access to timely, relevant information, and act as a channel for the Muslim woman’s viewpoint on issues pertaining to domestic policy, civil society, and foreign affairs. 
Let us unite as women, as Americans, and as citizens of a global society in the struggle against poverty and strife, and toward better understanding.
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ontact Information:
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MWC Head office in NJ:

1283 Rte 27, Somerset, NJ 08873

Contact Tasneem Shamim MD, Executive Director

Telephone: 732-545-8833

Fax: 732-545-3423

Email: riverarc@aol.com http://www.mwcoalition.org
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Greater Washington, DC Area Chapter:

Contact Uzma Farooq, Regional Director

Email: uzmaa@aol.com
eFax: 1-801- 881-1299

Texas Chapter:

Contact Afrin Naz, Regional Director

Email: afrin_naz@hotmail.com
How You Can Get Involved

· Contact your regional director and join a mailing list to find out when/ where meetings are held.

· Join a committee 

· Become a volunteer or intern 

· Donate money for charities
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MWC members attending a Mawlud in Jersey City
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New York & New Jersey Area Chapter 

Working together 

in righteous deeds 

with truth and 

perseverance. 
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MWC volunteers with the organizer at the Elijah's Promise Soup Kitchen, Tony MacLachlan
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hapter History 

MWC was created to provide a format for the Muslim women to join together to make their communities better. Although women were doing community service on an individual basis, credit was not given to Muslim women as a whole. The idea germinated in November 2001 as a result of the events of September 11, 2001. At that particular point, the media seemed to point out all the wrong and negative things done by the extremist Muslim groups. The founding members decided that moderate Muslims could no longer afford to be passive, and that they had to get involved to claim back the true Islam that had been so misrepresented. To this end, MWC was created in 2002 so that the collective actions by the members would represent the true spiritual Islam. 

The original objectives of MWC were to bond together with the Muslim women in the community and interact in community events. Another objective was to relate with other interfaith groups and build bridges of understanding between the Muslims and the non-Muslims. MWC wanted to utilize the individual skills of the members of their community to help the needy people within America and abroad. In addition, MWC also wanted to publicize the moderate views of Islam through taking advantage of the media by writing letters to the editors, articles and by suggesting a recommended reading list of books that espoused the ideas of Moderate Islam in libraries and local bookstores. These original objectives helped create a foundation for our mission statement. 

Local chapters were created to reach out and help others on a more personal level, incorporating Muslim women as a resource within their local communities. One purpose of the local chapters was to motivate women at the grass roots level and to encourage chapters of MWC to begin nation-wide. The DC chapter began in February of 2002 and the Texas chapter began in the end of that year. There are regional branches in California and Michigan that are in the process of getting themselves more organized. 

The NY/NJ chapter has been successful with international aid events in addition to domestic aid in America.  To further carry out the mission statement, the NY/NJ chapter has been successful with assembling and attending many interfaith activities, lectures and events. Community outreach and charity programs remain important projects such as the “Adopt a Grandparent” program, and holding educational seminars for Muslim Women. Educating the American public about the peaceful and moderate religion of Islam, the ILM projects serve as an effective means to market books that represent the moderate views of Islam.  

Through successful networking and programs the NY/NJ chapter has expanded since its humble beginnings. Please take interest in taking a part of our chapters history and get involved now! 
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hapter Activities
International Events

Reaching global communities…
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Philippines: To address one of the greatest needs for developing countries, in June 2004 MWC’s NJ chapter coordinated shipping $100,000 worth of medical supplies to the Mindenov Islands in the Philippines. This shipment included a mammogram machine, four X-Ray machines, three Carms, an X-Ray table and other accessories, along with old computers, books, medicines, clothes and toys. In the past MWC has coordinated with its local chapters to send medical supplies to Afghanistan and Uzbekistan. 

India: The Turabi Institute was created in Mysore to empower women with knowledge about today’s technology. The institute administers free instruction of computer use.

Interfaith Events

Unifying diverse religions through common points such as compassion, love and goodwill…

Organizing interfaith lectures: The local chapter invited people of all faith and backgrounds to attend a lecture on "Sufi Meditation and Energy Healing" by Sheikh Nurjaan Mirahmadi in July, 2004.
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Participating in interfaith functions: MWC is invited to several interfaith events throughout the year that strengthen relations with other faith-based initiatives through networking. In June 2004, the NJ chapter was invited to a dinner by American Jewish Committee to honor the chapter president Bee Hoffman. The dinner helped MWC establish new contacts with leaders of many interfaith groups. MWC attended a lecture at the NJ Governor’s mansion, with Mr. Jim McGreevy, when Bernard Lewis was asked to speak about Islam. 
Stamp Out Hate Coalition: Throughout the year, members from the interfaith community including MWC met to discuss ways to promote peace and unity through diversity. This year’s efforts culminated in the successful teen and adult conference in March of 2004. 
Charity Events

Nurturing those less fortunate…

Raising money: To raise money for the Philippine’s project, MWC was invited in June 2004 to speak at Franklin High School, helping raise $500.  

Soup kitchen: Every month MWC’s NJ members dedicate themselves to serving food at Elijah’s Soup Kitchen. 

Franklin Food Bank: NJ members supply a food shelf at the food bank with various canned good donations 
Community Outreach
Giving back to the community…

Adopt a grandmother: Young MWC members visited nursing homes in central NJ, to help the elderly with errands and other basic needs because unfortunately many elderly women have neither family nor friends to visit on a regular basis. Presently there are four grandparents matched with young volunteers. 

Workshops: Member doctors of MWC participated in a project set up by Dr. Khan from Rutgers to take care of health needs for Bosnian students for free. Another workshop was conducted to address a group of very motivated teen girls and their mothers in Marlboro, NJ about how women can improve their community and enrolled almost all of the attendees as our members. Dr. Taha lead a workshop on funeral services and bathing techniques of the Janazah as directed under Islamic Law. 

Recognizing youth scholasticism:  In May 2004, MWC participated as one of the four judges for a High School essay-writing contest on, "People that made the most impact in the world.”
 “ILM” Project
Ilm means knowledge in Arabic.  MWC provides a network of educational programs in the community to serve as a resource for all Americans to learn about women in Islam.
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Celebrating the birth of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH): The local chapter has arranged a big Mawlud program with 200 guests on April 30th, 04 at Shahnawaaz Palace. MWC was also invited to speak at other Mawlud events about the importance of Mawlud. 

Women’s role in Islam: MWC members were invited to speak at Stevens Institute of Technology to speak on Women's roles in Islam. Distributing Books: MWC is taking an active role in marketing books nation-wide of Islam that preach love, mercy and goodwill in the community for the sake of pleasing Allah. 
In the media: Manon Wolfkamp made a documentary called "Layers of Identity” which exhibited Muslim women in the NY/NJ area. The movie won some awards during the film festival at NYU, and was aired on local TV channels. It featured two MWC women, Raheel Siddiqui and President Tasneem Shamim, along with two other NY Muslim women. 
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